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1. Update 
 
1.1 The second round of Select Committee meetings is underway and scoping papers 

for in-depth reviews are being considered. The committees are taking into 
consideration the recommendations arising from the Council’s Local Democracy 
Review on how scrutiny can be even more effective, participative and open. A range 
of options are being considered to ensure that service user views are taken into 
account as part of reviews including visits/consultative events and the use of calls for 
evidence. In order to increase public participation in scrutiny, the committees may 
ask members of the public to contribute to in-depth reviews or other in-depth scrutiny 
work by submitting evidence via a “call for evidence” on the council website: Open 
Overview and Scrutiny Investigations.  
 

1.2 The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government published updated 
statutory scrutiny guidance on 7 May 2019. A briefing note outlining the key elements 
was circulated to all Scrutiny Members. The guidance is not very prescriptive. It 
“recognises that authorities are democratically-elected bodies who are best-placed to 
determine which overview and scrutiny arrangements best suit their own individual 
needs, and so gives them a great degree of flexibility to decide which arrangements 
to adopt”. Lewisham’s current practice is consistent with the guidance. However, 
there are some non-prescriptive elements of the guidance that we might wish to 
adopt. One of the recommendations of the recent Local Democracy Review is that 
the scrutiny structure should be reviewed. This will be an opportunity to consider our 
current practice, to consider the guidance and to consider whether any changes 
should be recommended to the Constitution Working Party/full Council. This review 
will take place this municipal year. 

 
1.3 Scrutiny Chairs and Vice Chairs received some chairing skills training from the 

Centre for Public Scrutiny on 5 June 2019, which was well-received. 
 

1.4 The Committee Chairs may wish to provide their own oral updates on Select 
Committee work. 
 
 

 

If you have any questions about this report – please contact Charlotte Dale (Overview and 
Scrutiny Manager) 02083148286 
 

https://lewisham.gov.uk/mayorandcouncil/overview-scrutiny/~/link.aspx?_id=F18DEB371676415DAFCD12B7A2326387&_z=z
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